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So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he
created them. God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living
creature that moves on the ground.” Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the
face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.
And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on
the ground — everything that has the breath of life in it — I give every green plant for food." And
it was so. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there
was morning — the sixth day. Genesis 1:27-31 (NIV)

Once upon a time, God created Adam and Eve. He gave them to each other to enjoy one another
through a relationship of trust and faithfulness called "marriage." Before the trouble that came
from bad choices, before the blame game, before the daily duties - even before the kids -- Adam
and Eve had each other and God. Their marriage team was created for ministry. They had a job
to do together. God gave them the world to care for, specifically the Garden. When God saw His
two beautiful children, the life-team design and the purpose in their relationship, He said "it was
very good".

Before the drain of daily duties entered your marriage, did you have a vision of purpose in your
relationship? What was it? Is there a sense of purpose in your relationship today? When we
focus on God's calling on our marriage we reap a number of benefits.

First, focusing on God's unique calling for our marriage gives us a God-centered
relationship. If careers, the kids or even one member of the partnership becomes the focus of
our marriage, God isn't at the center of it. We become enslaved as a couple to the thing that
drives our focus; Christ is the only safe center we can maintain.

Secondly, when we have a clear vision of God's calling on our marriage we have something
that transcends the phases and stages of life. Marriage requires that we give and flex with the

changes of life. Marriages often face their most vulnerable time when two become three and
when those babies leave the nest. The stress of these changes can pull partners apart.
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We don't need to lose our center in our relationship when babies are born. Neither do we need
lose our purpose in marriage when the kids move out. Whether we lose our jobs, houses or
privacy (as adult children move back home or aging parents move in), our calling from God
stands fast. And so does our Lord.

Thirdly, when we are centered in God's calling for our marriage there is something bigger
than either one of us or our problems. I'm not perfect and neither is my man, no matter how
much either one of us adores the other. But even when | feel frustrated with something he has
said or done, the reality is that we have a purpose together from God. | can't let hurts, irritations
or bitterness rob me of fulfilling my part in our calling from the Lord.

So often we get married because physical attraction or shared interests are the glue of our
relationship. God meant so much more for His children! He has a purpose for us that transcends
common attraction or interest. His calling on your marriage was meant to bring husband and
wife a sense of satisfaction, intimacy and legacy. His calling on your marriage is also meant to
help you grow closer to Him.

How do you feel about the purpose and calling of your marriage? Do you have a clear vision of
your ministry from the Lord? Do you need to re-center the passion of your partnership?

| urge you to spend some time thinking about the purpose in your marriage and sift out the things
that stand between you and your calling or distract you away from it. Some couples write a
mission statement for their marriage. We've chosen a few verses from Scripture that form the
foundation of our marriage and ministry. Consider what might help you to clarify the calling of
God on your partnership. That calling is at the heart of God's blueprint for marriage.
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For a list of Scripture prayers to pray over your marriage, contact:

info@InHisEyesMinistries.com. Also, visit www.InHisEyesMinistries.com to sign-up for a
monthly free book give-away.

April Motl and her husband, Eric, minister at their church in Southern California where he is a
pastor on staff. April is the founder of In His Eyes Ministries; a teaching ministry devoted to
helping women see their life from God's perspective. For more information about the ministry
visit www.InHisEyesMinistries.com.




